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Guide to Health, Safety and Environmental Qualifica tions 
 

 
NEBOSH - National Examination Board for Occupationa l Safety and 
Health 
 
NEBOSH was formed in 1979 as an independent examining board and awarding body with charitable 
status.  They offer a comprehensive range of globally-recognised, vocationally-related qualifications 
designed to meet the health, safety, environmental and risk management needs of all places of work in 
both the private and public sectors. 
 

NEBOSH National General Certificate 
 
Study time:    80 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   2 x 2 hour formal written examinations (NGC1, NGC2), plus a practical assessment in the form of a 

workplace observation and management report (NGC3). 
 
Target Audience: Managers and part time safety personnel, safety co-ordinators, safety representatives and safety 

advisers in low risk environments. 
 
Also suitable for: Managers and supervisors responsible for significant to high risk plant.  Safety adviser/co-ordinator for 

small or low risk plant or part time duties.  It also provides a sound base for newcomers to health and 
safety who intend to embark upon the NEBOSH Diploma in Occupational Safety and Health. 

 
Memberships: On successful completion candidates can apply for associate membership of the IIRSM (AIIRSM).  With 

at least 5 years in a health and safety role candidates are eligible to apply for Tech IOSH membership of 
IOSH.  

   
NEBOSH International General Certificate 
 
Study time:    80 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   2 x 2 hour formal written examinations (IGC1, IGC2), plus a practical assessment in the form of a 

workplace observation and management report (IGC3). 
 
Target Audience: Those based outside of the UK, or those with international responsibilities for health and safety.  

Managers and part time safety personnel, safety co-ordinators, safety representatives and safety 
advisers in low risk environments. 

 
Also suitable for: Managers and supervisors responsible for significant to high risk plant.  Safety adviser/co-ordinator for 

small or low risk plant or part time duties. 
 
Memberships: On successful completion candidates can apply for associate membership of the IIRSM (AIIRSM).   
 
NEBOSH Certificate in Fire Safety and Risk Manageme nt 
 
Study time:    30 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   1 x 2 hour formal written examination (FC1), plus a practical assessment in the form of a workplace 

observation and management report (FC2).  To be awarded the full NEBOSH Certificate in Fire Safety 
and Risk Management candidates must have gained the NGC1 (management of safety) element of the 
National General Certificate within 5 years (see the NEBOSH National General Certificate above). 

 
Target Audience: Managers and part time safety personnel, safety co-ordinators, safety representatives and safety 

advisers in low risk environments. 
 
Also suitable for: Managers and supervisors responsible for significant to high risk plant.  Safety adviser/co-ordinator for 

small or low risk plant or part time duties. 
 
Memberships: N/A 
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NEBOSH National Certificate in Construction Health and Safety 
 
Study time:    80 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   1 x 2 hour formal written examination (NCC1), plus a practical assessment in the form of a workplace 

observation and management report (NCC2).  To be awarded the full NEBOSH National Certificate in 
Construction Health and Safety candidates must have gained the NGC1 (management of safety) element 
of the National General Certificate within 5 years (see the NEBOSH National General Certificate above). 

 
Target Audience: Managers, safety personnel, safety co-ordinators and safety representatives working in the construction 

industry. 
 
Also suitable for: Project managers and supervisors. 
 
Memberships: N/A 
 
NEBOSH National Diploma in Occupational Safety and Health 
 
Study time:    225 Hours, plus 175 hours private study. 
 
Assessment:   3 x 3 hour formal written examinations (1 per Unit), plus an 8,000 word written assignment. 
 
Target Audience: Vocational and for full time safety practitioners who have substantial degree of personal responsibility and 

autonomy. 
 
Also suitable for: Any practicing safety professionals requiring essential domain knowledge to support their experience. 
 
Designatory letters: Holders of the award may use the designatory letters “DipNEBOSH” after their name. 
 
Memberships: On successful completion candidates can apply for full membership of the IIRSM (MIIRSM) and Grad 

IOSH membership of IOSH.  Chartered membership of IOSH requires 2 years of CPD as a Grad IOSH 
level member.   

 
NEBOSH National Diploma in Environmental Management  
 
Study time:    180 Hours.   
 
Assessment:   3 hour formal written examination, plus a workplace project.  
 
Target Audience:  Vocational qualification for full time safety, health and environmental professionals. 
 
Also suitable for: Safety, health and environment advisers in any occupational setting. 
 
Designatory letters: Holders of the award may use the designatory letters “EnvDipNEBOSH” after their name. 
 
Memberships: On successful completion candidates can apply for associate membership of the IEMA (AIEMA). 
 

 
IEMA – Institute of Environmental Management and As sessment 
 
The Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) is a not-for-profit 
membership organisation established to promote best practice standards in environmental 
management, auditing and assessment.  
 
 

IEMA Associate Certificate Course in Environmental Management 
 
Study time:    80 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   1 x 3 hour open book examination. 
 
Target Audience:  Environmental managers and safety personnel with environmental responsibilities. 
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Also suitable for: Safety Co-ordinators and safety representatives wishing to expand their knowledge in this discipline. 
 
Memberships:  On successful completion candidates can apply for associate membership of the IEMA (AIEMA). 
 

 
IOSH - Institution of Occupational Safety and Healt h 
 
Europe's leading body for health and safety professionals, with nearly 33,000 members 
worldwide, including 13,000 Chartered Safety and Health Practitioners.  The following courses 
have been accredited by IOSH for delivery using our own Key training notes and presentation 
materials. 
  

IOSH Managing Safely 
 
Study time:    35 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   60 minute exam plus workplace assignment. 
 
Target Audience:  Managers and supervisors. 
 
Also suitable for:  Managers holding senior status with decision making powers in the organisation. 

 

IOSH Managing Safely Recertification 
 
Study time:    7 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   30 minute exam. 
 
Target Audience:  Holders of the IOSH Managing Safely award gained within the past 3 years.   
 
IOSH Working Safely 
 
Study time:    7 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   30 minute multiple choice test plus inspection report. 
 
Target Audience:  Employees, operatives, shop floor staff, etc. 
 
Also suitable for:  Anyone who wants basic short introduction to health and safety issues. 

 

IOSH Safety for Senior Executives 
 
Study time:    6 Hours (minimum). 
 
Assessment:   30 minute multiple choice test. 
 
Target Audience:  Managers holding senior status with decision making powers in the organisation. 
 
Also suitable for:  N/A 

 

IOSH Managing Environmental Responsibilities 
 
Study time:    32 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   60 minute end test plus risk assessment assignment in the workplace. 
 
Target Audience:  Managers and supervisors, part time safety/environmental co-ordinators in low risk sector. 
 
Also suitable for: Senior managers responsible for hazardous plant who need an overview, and managers/supervisors with 

environmental responsibilities for low risk activities. 
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IOSH Working with Environmental Responsibilities 
 
Study time:    7 Hours. 
 
Assessment:   30 minute multiple choice question paper. 
 
Target Audience:  Employees, operatives, shop floor staff, etc. 
 
Also suitable for:  Anyone who wants a basic, short introduction to environmental concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  


